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Draw an Environments  
and Location Diagram

Display the geographical locations of 
the building blocks along with details 
specific to their runtime environments.

https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#architecture-thinking
https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#deliver


Created by SAP AppHaus

ARCHITECTURE THINKING MINDSET / DELIVER PHASE / IMPLEMENT 

Why To  
Draw an Environments and Location Diagram

The Environments and Location Diagram illustrates which architecture and solution 
building blocks are deployed at which location, along with the interactions between 
these blocks.

The Environments and Location Diagram helps you understand the interactions 
between building blocks across different geographical locations. To enhance this, 
also include the locations of the users who will interact with the intended solution.

https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#architecture-thinking
https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#deliver
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Explore innovation 
opportunities and 

tie them to strategic 
business goals.

Discover and gain a deep 
understanding of both 

customers’ and their end-
users’ needs.

Design and create a 
prototype of the solution 
and define the enterprise 
architecture components.

Deliver the business 
and technical solutions 

for productive use in the 
enterprise architecture 

landscape.

Run and Scale the 
solution and deploy 
across the company.

Learn more about SAP’s Human-Centered Approach to Innovation:  https://apphaus.sap.com/approach

When To  
Draw an Environments and Location Diagram

The Environments adn Location Diagram is created during the Deliver phase after 
the Software Distribution Diagram.

Draw an Environments and Location Diagram

ARCHITECTURE THINKING MINDSET / DELIVER PHASE / IMPLEMENT 

https://apphaus.sap.com/approach
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/software-distribution-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#architecture-thinking
https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#deliver
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Duration 
Approx. 30 - 60 Minutes

Participation 
1 - 3 People

Expert Tips 

Consider the Solution Context 
Diagram, to pick up the existing IT 
systems and users interacting with the 
solution. For this, you can also look at 
the Baseline Solution Architecture 
Diagram.​

The list of solution building blocks, 
which you will map to the locations and 
deployment environments, is taken from 
the Solution Realization Diagram.​

You can also outline different deployment 
environments such as development, test 
and production.​

Add technical details about the specific 
runtime environments of the solution 
building blocks as well as network related 
details, in case they are relevant.​

Remember to update your Architectural 
Decisions List.​

Steps

1

2

3

4

Pick up the previously created Software Distribution 
Diagram and evolve it into the Environments and Location 
Diagram. 

Identify the deployment environments in which your 
building blocks are running. Enhance the “landing zones” 
of the Software Distribution Diagram by explicitly 
naming the data center providers, specifying data center 
locations, and including infrastructure-specific details for 
each “landing zone.”

Map the solution building blocks, as defined in the Solution 
Realization Diagram, to the deployment environments.

Visualize the relationships of type request-response or 
information flow between the building blocks. This helps to 
understand network requirements.

How To  
Draw an Environments and Location Diagram

Use Input From
•	 Visualize the Software 

Distribution​
•	 Describe the Baseline 

Solution Architecture​
•	 Visualize the Solution 

Context​
•	 Craft a Solution 

Realization ​Diagram

ARCHITECTURE THINKING MINDSET / DELIVER PHASE / IMPLEMENT 

Roles 
Enterprise Architects, 
Developers, End Users

https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/solution-context-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/solution-context-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/baseline-solution-architecture
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/baseline-solution-architecture
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/solution-realization-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/architectural-decisions-list
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/architectural-decisions-list
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/software-distribution-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/software-distribution-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/software-distribution-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/software-distribution-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/software-distribution-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/baseline-solution-architecture
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/baseline-solution-architecture
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/solution-context-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/solution-context-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/solution-realization-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/resource/solution-realization-diagram
https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#architecture-thinking
https://apphaus.sap.com/toolkit/methods#deliver
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Example
Environments and Location Diagram

AWS Data Center – Frankfurt (DE)

SAP Business Technology Platform

SAP HANA 
Cloud

Workflow
Management

Identity 
Authentication

SAC
Embedded

Cloud Foundry 
Service

Connectivity
Service

Rocket Chips Data Center 
(Berlin, DE)

SAP S/4HANACloud 
Connector

SAP 
BW/4HANA

SAP Web
Dispatcher

Public 
Internet

Global 
MPLS

Rocket Chips Office Locations

Austin 
(US, TX)

San Francisco 
(US, CA)

Legend:
Request response:

Information flow from source to target:

Launchpad 
Service Berlin (DE) Tokyo (JP)

Business Rules


